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May 2025 

 

LOOK INSIDE FOR:  
UiG Council & Tres. Report   p 2,3 
New Ministries      p 4 
Study, Fellowship and Outreach  p 5,6 
Sunday Morning Volunteer Sch.   P 7 
Calendar        p 8 
ELCA Bishop       p 9  

May is upon us; the days are getting longer and warmer and spring has sprung. Many if not all plants are beginning to 
grow shoots and put on buds and some are even blooming like crazy as I see out my front window. 

In the church year we are now in a new season, Easter Sunday is over…now what? Well, for Christians who are part of 
the Church that adheres to the church/liturgical calendar, as we at United in Grace are as Methodists and Lutherans 
united have just entered Eastertide. Also referred to as Easter Season, or Paschal Tide, Eastertide is the season of the 
church that begins with Easter Sunday and ends with the Feast of Pentecost. There are a total 50 days to this season 
during which we celebrate the Risen Lord. This year Pentecost Sunday is on June 8th with Holy Trinity Sunday the       
following week on June 15th. 

If you would like to read more about Eastertide or the Season of Easter, or wonder why we observe it and what it 
means I invite to read an article called “What is Eastertide?: An Invitation to Cling to the Risen Lord” which can be 
found on the following website. https://www.patheos.com/blogs/theliturgicaltheologian/2015/04/06/
whatiseastertide/ 

We at United in Grace are like the tulips, iris, daffodils and other spring bulbs pushing up out of the soil and growing to 
become a beautiful flowering presence in and for the world God loves so very much. 

I received the following email last week: 

Hi Malcolm, 

I heard from DS Mark that the union of Monroe United Methodist and Morning Star is all approved. Hooray! I would 
really like to celebrate this union at our Annual Conference, which is June 26-June 27, in Bothell, WA. I am imagin-
ing a five minute presentation, with the bishop presenting you and lay leaders with a really pretty certificate. Do 
you think you might be able to attend? And is there someone from the synod we should invite? 

Take care, Kathy- The Transitional Ministry Developer, PNW Conference 

It is also my understanding that the NW WA Synod is also right on the edge of a final approval as well. Below is part of 
an email I received in early April: 

Malcolm, and others... 

I've already checked with ELCA general counsel during the last stage of this process and got the green light from 
them - even regarding properties/assets after further explanation of this particular context. Please see the corre-
spondence below. 

Also, I wanted to let you know that I also met with UMC DS Mark Galang yesterday, and from the UMC side, they 
have officially endorsed this as a federated ministry. 

I think the next step would be whatever final Synod level approval and then official welcome at Synod Assembly. 

Thanks, 

Pastor Judy Brennan (she/her) Director of Evangelical Mission, Northwest Washington Synod, ELCA 

It seems very appropriate to me that as we have spung forth from the planting of the Holy Spirit we will bloom so very 
soon into the beauty of Grace and Love that God has called us to be also in this Season of Eastertide at this Mission 
Outpost in Monroe, called United in Grace. 

May God Bless us! He is Risen indeed and in that rising has indeed blessed us to be a blessing. 

The Peace of the Lord be with you! 

Pr Malcolm 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/theliturgicaltheologian/2015/04/06/whatiseastertide/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/theliturgicaltheologian/2015/04/06/whatiseastertide/
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2025 UNITED IN GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Council Officers: 

  Council Chair: Michael Gore - goremw@msn.com 

Council Co-Chair: Ben Ault - bendieseldx@gmail.com  

  Treasurer: Valarie Cole - valariejcole@gmail.com  

  Secretary: Christine Coco - christinecoco@live.com 
 

 

Committee Chairpersons: 

Finance: Gwen Paietta - gwenpaietta@gmail.com   
Worship: Nancy Franke - nfranke@comcast.net  
Facilities: Perry Cole - perrycole58@gmail.com  
Congregation Life: Jasmine Ray-Symms - jasisymms@outlook.com 
Mission & Outreach: Jay Morgan - j.morgan40@gmail.com  
Staff & Parish Relations: Rebekah Jones- Kirby - Shinediva@gmail.com  

Council Meetings are typically held on the second Sunday of the month. Congregation members are welcome to attend any regularly scheduled meeting. 

LET’S TALK ABOUT WORSHIP – 

Happy May Everybody! 

Hope you all enjoyed the wonderful special Lenten service that began with Palm Sunday with its progression around the 
church waving our palms and singing our hosannahs, and ending in a wonderful pot luck brunch after service that kept us all 
looking forward to what was coming with all the great smells wafting up to the sanctuary from the kitchen! Thanks to all who 
participated in that special meal – it is always great when we can all gather at the table and share our fellowship together    
doing what we do best – EAT!  Next was the Good Friday Tenebrae service that was somber with the sanctuary draped all in 
black and the black candles on the Tenebrae holder being extinguish one by one after readings from the bible of known as the 
Passion of Jesus that describe the final period before the death of Jesus. From the start to almost the end of this service, the 
sun was going down through the beautiful stained-glass windows and was very fitting to add to the ‘dying of the light” as the 
story was told of the death of our savior Jesus. The service ended with the loud boom of the bible slamming shut, symbolizing 
the earthquake that took place, and the agony of creation, at the death of Christ. Then came the Easter Sunday service –  I 
hope that you all felt the joy of that wonderful service as the choir started it off, coming down the aisle singing “Majesty” (alas, 
without robes …maybe someday..)  but thanks to Jill for all your work to help us sound so good!) and the church rang with “He 
has Risen” as we sang our songs of praise and listened to the gospel of the resurrection from Pr. Malcolm, reminding us of all 
of the  gift that it is to all believers – it was an inspiring service! My sincere  thanks to Jodi and Velma for making the beautiful 
flower display for the cross and to Jill, Harriet, Kathi, Velma, Allene, and Priscilla for donating flowers to decorate the altar area 
and for helping decorate.  Another wonderful Holy Week and our first as United in Grace and a GREAT way to start. But bitter-
sweet as well because it is the last to be led by Pr. Malcom before his retirement at the end of this year. That made it even 
more special, don't you think?  

During this season of events, our old and outdated listening device system finally sounded its last, but thanks to council       
approval, a new modern system was purchased that will be available for the May 4th service. This new system has 4 listening 
devices (2 more than we had) and should make the service much more enjoya-
ble to those that need a little boost to hear for those who might need it. They are 
available from Bryce in the back at the electronics table if you want to try it out!  

Thanks to all who signed up on the Teams Lists to be called on to do various 
tasks in the service, and for maintenance duties when needed. It was overwhelm-
ing to me and so appreciated to see how many of you offered to help (but then I 
have always known what a great congregation we have, and this is just what you 
all DO!!)  

It’s in the wind - Pentecost is coming June 8th! Enjoy this month of growth and 
sunshine (hopefully) and the blooming of all creation! 

See you in church!    

    
Nancy Franke  
Worship Chairman  

mailto:goremw@msn.com
mailto:bendieseldx@gmail.com
mailto:valariejcole@gmail.com
mailto:christinecoco@live.com
mailto:gwenpaietta@gmail.com
mailto:nfranke@comcast.net
mailto:perrycole58@gmail.com
mailto:%20jasisymms@outlook.com
mailto:%20j.morgan40@gmail.com
mailto:Shinediva@gmail.com
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UNITED IN GRACE COUNCIL MEETING TO ADDRESS CHURCH VISON AND MISSION 

 Your council successfully completed the Saturday meeting to consider the future course for our church.  A signifi-
cant part of the meeting was for getting better acquainted as a council and sharing impressions of our church.  While 
there are real concerns about how to best do church in these chaotic times and that church finances are a concern, 
there is unanimity that UIG is doing God’s work and can do more. The new Mission Statement will help focus on those 
areas of ministry where we are most gifted and called. 

 We will share more with you about details of the “Mission Statement” we developed in the near future.  Until then 
continue to support ongoing ministry activity and education/fellowship activities.  Please check the web site and    
consider the opportunities for your continued involvement. 
 

Jay Morgan 
Mission & Outreach 

TREASURER REPORT FOR MAY  
 

The Finance committee is working on a budget for the second half of 2025. We will present it to Council at the May 
council meeting and will hold a congregational meeting in June for approval. Currently we are running about $6,000 
over every month.  There is a Congregational meeting on Sunday, May 4th after service to address this by using our 
investments at Faith Foundations. 
 

March Financials 
 

 
 

Valarie J Cole 
Treasurer, United in Grace Church 
(206) 817-4799 

General Fund       

  Income     

   General Fund  $  11,666.00   

   Hazel's Pantry  $        435.00   

   Capital Fund transfer 

 $                        
-   

  Total Income    $       12,101.00 

       

  Expenses     

   General Fund  $  17,524.00   

   Hazel's Pantry  $        690.00   

  Total Expenses    $       18,214.00 

       

  Ahead/Behind    $        (6,113.00) 

       

       

Brown Bag Brigade     

   Income  $        273.00   

   Expenses 0   

  Ahead/Behind      $               273.00 
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United in Grace's New Elder Care Ministry 
We are excited to announce that the Church Council has approved the creation of an Elder Care Ministry. The ministry has 
two important purposes. The first is to provide opportunities for elderly members of the Congregation to remain fully 
engaged in church activities. The second purpose is to provide assistance to church elders through services provided by 
church volunteers and by connecting those with specific needs with services offered by other organizations. The Elder Care 
Ministry will work in collaboration with our church's other care ministries, all which fall under the umbrella of the Congrega-
tion Life Committee. 

To develop a well thought out ministry, our first step will be to ask senior members of our church to share their ideas. In the 
coming days, you will hear from one of the two coordinators of the Elder Care Ministry or from Rhonda Morgan or Nancy 
Franke, both who have kindly offered to seek input from church seniors. We also       
welcome ideas from younger members of the congregation. 

We have started looking into the current resources and programs available to seniors 
living in our geographical area. Please share any relevant information with us. And, we 
welcome your assistance with our research.  
 

Susan Slate and Allene Zanger - Coordinators, Elder Care Ministry 
slate5000@msn.com; zangerac@gmail.com 

Children's Ministry  
 

Hello Church Family! United in Grace would like to start a Children’s Ministry! Woohoo! We now have 
children in the service and visitors at times. We are known in the community as a welcoming congrega-
tion. Now we need to share that welcome with the families in our community. This ministry would bene-
fit the children who would have activities in the Fellowship Hall but also the parents who will be free to 
worship and pray undistracted from monitoring their children for the whole service. Our vision is that 
Children’s Ministry would be held from after the Children’s Moment to before communion. This way 
they would still feel a part of the congregation. 

So, now we need YOU! If you’d like to help with the Children’s Ministry or have some ideas for how we 
set it up, we’ll be holding a meeting on Sunday, June 1st after church. Questions can be directed to Jasmine Ray-Symms, 425-
223-9866, jasisymms@outlook.com. Hope to see you there! 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON MAY 4 AFTER WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 
 

Church expenses typically exceed giving by roughly $5-7,000 per month. The church council is preparing a 
budget to close that gap. To help pay current expenses and support that budget, the church council recom-
mends that all restrictions and designations on the church's Cash Reserve Fund, Pastoral Housing Fund, and 
Permanent Endowment Fund be removed and those funds be rolled into the General Fund. A congregational 
meeting will be held to approve this action.  All members of the congregations before the formation of UIG 
and all who have requested membership since the merger, who have attended worship services in person or 
online and have made a financial contribution to this congregation in this or the previous calendar year, may 
vote at this meeting. 

 

New Church Ministries 
Look where we’re growing 

mailto:slate5000@msn.com
mailto:zangerac@gmail.com
mailto:jasisymms@outlook.com
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Fellowship, STUDY, and Outreach Opportunities 

May 2025 

SPECIAL SUNDAYS FOR OUR MINISTRIES 
BROWN BAG SUNDAY  —  MAY 11 

HAZEL’S LITTLE FREE PANTRY SUNDAY  —  MAY 25 
 

Special emphasis is given and financial offerings are accepted for these important 
ministries on these days. Specially marked envelopes are found in the backs of the 

pews and on the Greeters desk on Sunday morning. 

BOOKS, TV &  
MOVIES!   

May 20
th

 - 6:30pm    
Host: YOU? 

Join us for our next Books, TV, & Movies                 
gathering on Tuesday, May 20th.  If you’d like                

to host, email Kathi in the office. Otherwise,              
just bring your recommendations and join the              

conversation! 

 

 May Birthdays  

 8  Joel Garrison 
11  Valarie Cole 
15  Timothy Gray 
15     Bev Rice 
15    Julia Chambers  
20  Priscilla High 
22     Doug Brender 
24     Rene Cook 
24     Wendy Fantoni 
27    Mackenzie Gray 
28     Charlie Brown  

UNITED WOMEN IN GRACE  

Our monthly meetings will be taking a break 
for the summer, but we’ll be thinking of you! 
Join us for a potluck at Jasmine’s on July 12th 
and our Fall Tea on September 13th to kick off 
the new school year! 

 
NEXT UP! 

Jesus and Java will be discussing the  
Living Faith Adult Bible Study 

 

We meet Sunday mornings at 8:15. Bring your favorite  

beverage and come with us to deepen your walk with God 

alongside others seeking to deepen their faith. 

Hello! If you'd like to learn more about mental 
illness, I'm teaching my class on Mental Illness 
and the Church. This is a two week, online class, 
with assigned readings and discussions. If you're 
interested you can register here: IFD400 - Mental 
Illness and the Church | BeADisciple.com  

 

Kaitlyn Ault has requested permission to host a 
viewing party to watch portions of the Summit for 
Religious Freedom as it addresses the dangers 
of Christian Nationalism. She invites interested 
members to join her in the Fellowship Hall on 
May 4th at 12:00 and Wednesday the 7th at 6pm. 
For more information about the summit, contact 
Kaitlyn. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__beadisciple.com_online-2Dchristian-2Dcourses_care-2Dfor-2Dself-2Dand-2Dothers_ifd400-2Dmental-2Dillness-2Dand-2Dthe-2Dchurch_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3D
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__beadisciple.com_online-2Dchristian-2Dcourses_care-2Dfor-2Dself-2Dand-2Dothers_ifd400-2Dmental-2Dillness-2Dand-2Dthe-2Dchurch_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3D
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June is Pride Month –  

Our mission is to show that United in Grace is a church of open welcome 

and inclusion of al LGBTQA. We’ll walk in the Snohomish pride parade 

with the UIG banner on June 7th from 10-12.  

Help with the table at the Monroe Pride Festival on June 8th from 11-4 

(as well as set up and take down).  

Donation are also needed to provide otter pops (popsicles) to give away 

at our table on Monroe, and to help pay for the cost of the vendor table 

in Monroe. If you would like to contribute feel free to put your contribu-

tion in an envelope with your name and the word “Pride” on it and put 

into the offering plate on any Sunday. We hope to show our community that we are welcoming to all, and 

specifically the LGBTQA com munity, for those who are looking for a home church in Monroe.  

 

Hazel’s Little Free Pantry Stocking Volunteers Needed  

The Little Pantry is stocked every day of the week and some volunteers are 

doing 2 days a week at this time. If you would like to help and can commit to 

one day a week to come and fill the pantry between 9 – 11 with provided 

food, as well as making 4 peanut butter and jam sandwiches (peanut butter 

and jam provided – just bring the bread), you will find the gratefulness of a 

community of neighbors in need that rely on the pantry each day for food to 

get by. If you would like to help please email the office at:   

office@unitedingrace.org. Currently Mondays and Saturdays open days to fill. 

Thanks!  

 

 

 

Church Kitchen Towel Laundry –  

Who does it? Anybody who is willing and sees the need! Feel free to take the 

basket that is down in the Fellowship Hall by the bathrooms and return the 

following week to the kitchen.  

Thanks!!  
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MAY 4 
3RD EASTER 

MAY 11 
4TH EASTER 

MAY 18 
5TH EASTER 

MAY 25 
6TH EASTER 

Worship 
Asst.  Christine Coco Nancy Franke Missy Maxson Nancy Franke 

Greeters Bev Rice Jasmine Ray-Symms Perry & Valarie Cole Denny & Diana Coates 

Ushers  Jasmine Ray-Symms Perry & Valarie Cole Denny & Diana Coates 

Acolyte Ric Hart Ric Hart Ric Hart  

Reader Michael Gore Christine Coco Michael Gore Ric Hart 

Comm. 
Prep. Kathleen Sallee  Susan Slate Harriet Barr 

Serve 
Comm. 

Nancy Franke 
Jasmine Ray-Symms Pete & Missy Maxson Nancy Franke 

Jasmine Ray-Symms 
Christine Coco 

 

Coffee Hour Priscilla High Pamela Gore Christine Coco Valarie Cole 

Altar  
Flowers  Jill Sumpter Missy Maxson Jill Sumpter 

Soundboard Kathi Cooley Charlie Brown Kathi Cooley Charlie Brown 

MAY  S U N DAY  MO R N I N G M I N I S T R Y  S CH E DU LE  
There are a few opportunities left to serve this month. Stop by the Volunteer desk in the narthex to sign-up. 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. It is during this month that we raise awareness 
of the stigma and struggle of those dealing with mental health difficulties. It is a time of self-
reflection as we look mental illness squarely in the face and tell ourselves and those around us 
that this is not something to be ashamed of. It is not caused by sin in our lives. Every person 
with a mental illness is not in a facility or on the streets. We are your mothers and fathers, your 
spouse, your children and your friends. We are warriors. 

I started my mental health journey when I was a child. I first attempted suicide when I was 12. At 14 I was diagnosed with 
bipolar. In my 20’s my diagnosis changed to schizoaffective disorder – a combination of both a mood disorder and schizo-
phrenia. I didn’t just have bad years, I had bad decades. Times when I couldn’t get out of bed or spent money we couldn’t 
afford. Times I did spend in facilities, grateful my spouse understood and was willing to care for me when I couldn’t work. 
Times I would sit and scream because I thought I was literally in hell being tormented by Satan, hallucinating demon bugs 
crawling over my scalp or voices I thought were real telling me things from nightmares. 

But there were good times as well. I was able to find a medication cocktail that rescued me from the hallucinations and     
delusions. I was able to serve God. I made friends that love and support me. And God was always with me, even when his 
love struggled to reach through the psychosis. Some of you may remember when I would sit in church and cry. I’m not that 
person anymore but those memories remind me of what so many people go through. 

Only a small percentage of those with mental illness have a severe form of it as I have. They may not cry in church, but they 
may go home right after feeling disconnected from the rest of the body. They may take medications that make them tired or 
overweight. They may need a friendly smile or hug, something that says, “I love you” or “I’m here for you”. 

So, this month think about those in our midst who struggle silently. Let us not sit in judgement of those who may be on the 
streets because they don’t have access to the medical care they need. Let those around us feel God’s love through us. We 
are all God’s children, and we all struggle in different ways. Understand that while mental illness is serious and impactful, it 
does not define us. We work, love and play. We parent and serve. We need your love and support. Even when we can’t give it 
back. Love us anyway. 

Jasmine Ray-Symms 
www.jasmineraysymms.com 
Photo by Total Shape on Unsplash 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.jasmineraysymms.com&d=DwMF_g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=76L_eIWndd4IBuKW9OsZfNg7EzJQaD6MSN3HKehB4HWc57454Y5ZQYtkcYMDwKIN&s=FoFLXr7CqBhMK
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__unsplash.com_-40totalshape-3Futm-5Fcontent-3DcreditCopyText-26utm-5Fmedium-3Dreferral-26utm-5Fsource-3Dunsplash&d=DwMF_g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uC
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__unsplash.com_photos_the-2Dword-2Dmental-2Dhealth-2Dspelled-2Dwith-2Dscrabbles-2Dnext-2Dto-2Da-2Dgreen-2Dleaf-2DIanw4RdVuoo-3Futm-5Fcontent-3DcreditCopyText-26utm-5Fmedium-3Dreferral-26utm-5Fsource-3Dunsplas
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May 2025 

8 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
 

8:15 Jesus and Java 

10 Worship 

11:15 Cong. Mtg. 

12:00 Summit for      

Religious Freedom 
 

3RD EASTER 

5 6 7 
12:30pm  
Refit Class 

 
6pm Summit 
for Religious 
Freedom in 
Fellowship 
Hall 

8 9 12 
 

11 
Brown Bag  Sunday 

 

 

8:15 Jesus and Java 

10 Worship 
 

 
4TH EASTER 

12 13 14 
 

12:30pm  

Refit Class 
 

6pm  

Bible Nerds  

15 16 17 

18 
 

8:15 Jesus and Java 

10 Worship 

11:15 Council Meeting 
 

5TH EASTER 

19 20 
 

6:30pm 

Books, TV,  

& Movies  

21 
 

12:30pm  

Refit Class 

22 23 24 
 
 
 

 

25 
Hazel’s Little Free  

Pantry Sunday 

8:15 Jesus and Java 

10 Worship 

 

6TH  EASTER  

26 27 28 
 

12:30pm  

Refit Class 

29 30 31 
 

10am 
Grace in the 
Wild @ Lord 
Hill Park 
West 



 

 8 
From a publication of the Northwest 
Washington Synod of the ELCA.  
 

From the Bishop:   
 

There is a well-known parable where Jesus talks 
about seeds thrown in wild abandon. Seeds 
thrown randomly, haphazardly, you could          
almost say carelessly … some seeds tossed upon 

a path, some seeds on rocky ground, some seeds among thorns and 
other seeds on so-called “good soil.” (To read the whole parable, go 
to Matthew 13:1-9, Mark 4:2-9, Luke 8:4-8.)  

In the parable there is extravagance, luxury, lavishness. Truth be 
told, it is terrible farming. But if you take out what we all know 
about farming techniques, the throwing of seeds in this parable is 
unfathomable and incomprehensible and beautiful to behold.  

And yet … so often we want to tame the throwing of seeds. We 
want to make straight lines and uniform rows. We want organization 
and structure. We might want new things to grow, but we want 
them to be what we want. Perhaps newish … but not new. Under-
girding it all, I think we want control over this seed thing. 

But this isn’t how the Spirit works.  

Instead, as we hear in this parable, God’s seed-throwing is all about 
possibility and energy and the extravagance of God. This parable is 
about the wildness of God’s Spirit. The Sower is throwing out seeds 
with abandon so that something may develop, sprout, and grow – 
something unexpected, something astonishing. 

This, of course, doesn’t mean we cast aside everything already 
growing. Not at all. Nowhere in this parable does it say that the 
plants already rooted must be cleared before new seeds can be 
sown. There are deep-rooted plants already flourishing in God’s  
Garden. These plants have lived through trials and joys and still bear 
fruit. They need to be watered and tended. They deserve our care, 
our gratitude, our celebration. The new seeds being scattered don’t 
replace what is planted. Instead, they add to the texture and beauty 
of God’s Garden. Old and new. Rooted and scattered. This parable 
reminds us that God’s Garden is not static—it’s alive, growing,  
evolving.  

Of course, some seeds that have been thrown have not always tak-
en root. As the parable says – some seeds fall on rocky ground, oth-
er seeds land on thorns. There have been experiments that started 
with high hopes that ended sooner than we would like. There were 
perhaps disagreements or different ways of doing things. It is true 
that what works in one section of God’s Garden doesn’t necessarily 
work in others. 

But this is why we plant and trust and sow and dig in the dirt. This is 
why we trust this Sower sowing seeds. For God’s Garden is founded 
not on the quality of soil but on the lavishness of God the Sower 
through the Spirit. 

When I hear this parable, I celebrate the many different ways that 
we are living into and sharing God’s love and grace in this synod – in 
ways that the saints before us would recognize and cherish, and in 
ways they might never have imagined. I invite you to pause for a 
moment and think of the place and space where you are promised 
forgiveness and new life, where you receive the body and blood of 
Jesus, where you hear the proclamation of grace through faith, 
where you have holy community. What are some ways that you are 
deeply rooted? What are some ways that seeds of new possibilities 

are being planted? What are seeds that are in the wind right now 
but haven’t landed yet? When you think of the broader community 
where you live – what is your congregation called to in partnership 
and imagination? How is the Sower throwing seeds of God’s love 
and grace where you live and move and breathe? 

In the Northwest Washington Synod, let us rejoice in this time when 
old and new things come together. Now is the time that the Spirit is 
opening us up to new possibilities. Now is the time for listening and 
collaboration and being in community. Now is the time when we 
both hold that which we already love and, at the same time, open 
our hands in order to receive other gifts of promise and wonder. 

The dirt, the soil that we are becomes holy ground when God is  
present. God’s seeds of grace fall indiscriminately into the lives of all 
God’s children, into the rocky, thorny, barren and fertile soil of our 
lives and ministries. The outcome of this gracious sowing cannot be 
known immediately. One never knows what may come of decadent 
grace. And yet, day by day, the Sower sows in wild graciousness. 
And we receive. Together. 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  bishop@lutheransnw.org 
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CONTACT US:   
 

Pastor Malcolm Brown 
Phone: 360-794-8863 
Email: prmalcolmb@gmail.com   

 
Office Administrator: Kathi Cooley 

Music Director: Jill Sumpter 

Livestream editor: Bryce Cooley 

Phone: 360-794-8863  

Email: office@unitedingrace.org  

Website: www.unitedingrace.org  

United in Grace 
 

412 South Lewis Street 

 Monroe, WA  98272-4149 

LOOKING AHEAD THIS MONTH: 

 Jesus and Java 
 Sunday’s @ 8:15 in the Fellowship Hall 

 Congregation Meeting 
 Sunday the 4th immediately after worship 
 

 UWG Gathering 
 Saturday the 10th at 9am in the Fellowship Hall 
 

 Bible Nerds 
 Wednesday the 14th at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 Church Council Meeting 
 Sunday the 18th at 11:15 in the Office 

 Books, TV, & Movies                   
Tuesday the 20that 6:30 @ TBD 

 

 Grace in the Wild 
 Saturday the 31stat 10am @ Lord Hill Park West 

 

10:00 SUNDAY MORNINGS IN-PERSON 
AND LIVE STREAMED ON YOUTUBE 

unitedingrace.org 

May   4:  Third Easter - Scripture: Psalm 30; John 21:1-19 

May 11:  Fourth Easter - Scripture: Psalm 23; John 10:22--30 

May 18:  Fifth Easter -  Scripture: Psalm 148; John 13:31-35 

May 25:  Sixth Easter - Scripture: Psalm 67; John 14:23-29 

2 0 2 5  

May 11 

https://monroeumconline.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c789f2491d6abaec04e6f912&id=ebaff943a1&e=ef5ac2a0cb

