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September 2024 

Report on Constitution and Bylaws  

and Vote by the Congregation  
 

The United in Grace Constitution is now finished and the Bylaws Committee work 

has begun. When completed, this will require a vote of acceptance by the congrega-

tion, which will take place on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH after the service. This is   

a very important meeting so please plan to attend and cast your 

vote. Copies of the Constitution and Bylaws that will be voted on to govern our 

church will be sent out to the current church directory email list, and printed copies 

will be available in the narthex as well for all to review ahead of time. We are also 

planning on having two the Sundays prior to the vote open for questions, comments 

and concerns regarding the constitution. These will be sessions for clarification and 

not necessarily change to the content of the constitution. They will be held on    

Sunday, September 22nd and Sunday September 29th immediately after the regular 

church service. 

The forming of this Constitution and Bylaws been a long and time consuming process for the many that 

have given of their time and energy to put these important documents together and have required patience, 

compromise, forward thinking and grace among all who participated to present to the congregation the best 

plan to enter into United in Grace. It has been the true, hard labor of the forming of this new church to 

bring into life, and now you will all see the birth product in these documents – hopefully you will all think 

that we delivered a beautiful baby!! 

In the end this will bring us all together in a new future for our little church. But it wont end with the      

acceptance of the constitution that will make us UIG ... in fact the work will just begin, and it will take all 

of us working together in whatever capacity we are able - through service, through tithing, through prayer, 

and most of all through FAITH, to make United in Grace the place of worship, of welcome and of mission 

to others as followers of Jesus – the kind of church for all that we have been planning for, for so long. This 

is an exciting time and a new beginning for our church, and we hope you will all be a contributing part in 

the approval process. 
 

Your humble servant Nancy Franke, on behalf of the many who have prayerfully and faithfully  

provided their input:  

Jay Morgan, Perry Cole, Rob Williams, Jasmine Ray-Simms, Pr. Malcolm Brown, Tanya Hubbard,  

Kathleen Sallee, Kathi Cooley, Missy Maxson, Ric Hart, Allene Zanger, Brian Johnson, and the  

prayerful support of the joint and blended congregation of United in Grace.  
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Facilities Committee 

Thanks to the leadership of several members of our church, there is a renewed focus on property repair and maintenance     
projects. 

¶ Perry Cole led a work group that sanded and repainted the church window sills. He was assisted by Michael Gore, Ric 
Hart, Susan Slate and her husband Mark.  

¶ Jay Morgan and Brian Johnson will plan and construct an improvement to the steps and handrail at the back of the office 
building to make access safer. 

¶ Kathleen Sallee and Rebekah Jones-Kirby are taking the lead on the prayer garden maintenance work group with work 
underway in August. 

¶ Jay Morgan is busy exploring options for improvement of the church parking lot. 

Two new work groups have been established: 

¶ The landscaping crew, a work group that will be led by Ric Hart and Allene Zanger, will periodically weed, trim       
foliage, and sweep the grounds.  

¶ The indoor cleaning crew will ensure that the kitchen, worship hall, church, and office are spiffy. Please contact Allene 
Zanger if you have not already signed up for one of these work groups. 

The Trustee Committee, which will be referred to as the "Facilities Committee" in the new United in Grace Constitution and 
Bylaws, is responsible for planning and overseeing building and grounds repairs and maintenance. The Committee met on 
July 28, 2024 to discuss current maintenance projects and future work. Perry Cole, who is a licensed structural engineer,     
offered his expertise to help with an assessment of the condition of the buildings and equipment on the church property.  

The Trustee Committee is seeking new members to join committee chair Ric Hart and Nancy Franke. Please let them know if 
you are interested in joining the committee. 

On becoming United in  Grace 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, August 13th, Kathi and I got together in the church for the first time since my retina reattachment 
surgery on February 14th and her serious health concerns and issues. We spent our time connecting and going over some of 
what our Fall schedule into the New Year might look like. It was so good to be in the same room together and I so appreciated 
that we could do so. It remined me that as we enter into Autumn that life has so many changes and I especially notice this as 
we move from the sunny and warm summertime growth of into a time of stepping back and the cycle of life as the leaves die 
off until the new birth in the spring. 

As I am writing today, is quite cool and overcast after we have had an unusually warm and dry summer and the air is at least 
clean for now. I, perhaps like you are wondering what the Fall and Winter seasons will have in store for us in Western 
Washington. As I sit at home to write I have opened the windows so that I can hear the rain drops land on the fir branches and     
maple leaves. It is both music to my ears as God’s creation is getting much needed watering and a reminder that Autumn will 
be upon us soon even though it seems that Summer only just began yesterday! 

As we move ahead to become “United in Grace” I am reminded of the cycle of life. Fall reminds us that Autumn is, above all 
else, a time of change. It is also a time of new beginnings and as the leaves turn brown in a changing cycle of life into death. 
This has caused me to reflect on the birth of United in Grace. 

I want to suggest to you that perhaps we are acting as midwives on God’s behalf bringing something new into existence.       
The ending of the old as we understand it into the birth of something new which God has called us to be by the Holy Spirit. 
Midwifing strikes me as our role in this. The work will be challenging, messy, painful and perhaps not all that pretty, but like 
any new birth, what is on the other side is new life in grace, beauty and love. We will bring along into this new birth the core of 
who we are as Methodist Christ Followers and Lutheran Christ Followers. We may need to let go of some of what we might call 
sacred cows in order to be who we are called to be as one as God Bearers of God’s love and grace in this time and place in 
2024. I have heard Bishop Desmond Tutu use the African term UMBUTU-“I am because We are” 

We will do this work together with God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Just as the brown leaves will fall to the earth to provide food 
and nourishment for Spring growth, so shall we as we let go of that which needs to fall away to provide fertile soil next Spring 
of the birth and growth of United in Grace. We are death and resurrection people and we know that the only way to a new 
birth and resurrection is through the pain and suffering of death. 

God is present with us now, will be faithful and present in the coming Spring and promises to be with us into the future and 
eternity. 

May you continue to seek, find and receive God’s hope, love and grace this autumn in surprising ways and in unexpected ways 
on this journey of becoming United in Grace! See you in church! 
                                                       Pastor Malcolm 
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SPECIAL  SUNDAYS FOR OUR MINISTRIES  
BROWN BAG SUNDAY   ñ  SEPTEMBER  8 

H AZELõS L ITTLE  FREE PANTRY  SUNDAY   ñ  SEPTEMBER   29 
 

 

Special emphasis is given and financial offerings are accepted for these important 
ministries. Specially marked envelopes are found in the backs of the pews and on 

the Greeters desk on Sunday morning. 

September 2024 

$gphs xhmm `ceho po 4cqucn`cs ıugäää  

Bring your coffee and be in the sanctuary at 
9AM to run through the song for the service. 
All voices and abilities are welcome, and the 

music will be able for all to sing. 

Come and be blessed and be a blessing as 
we make a joyful noise! 

Missy Maxson is the September host for the revamped     

Books, TV & MoviesBooks, TV & Movies   
  

EVERYONE is welcome to join the discussion, enjoy the food and drink,    
and be part of a community of like-minded books, tv & movies lovers! 

 

This months get together is on Tuesday, 4cqucn`cs Īİug at 6:30pm. You’ll 
find Missy’s address in the directory. 

Ladies of United in Grace we hope you’ve all 
had a relaxing summer and are now you’re 

ready to dive into fall, because United Women 
in Grace will be hosting a Ladies Tea to kick off 

the new year.  
 

Please join us on Sept 7th for breakfast and tea 
at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Hope to see you there! 

Please come and join Jesus & Java on Sunday 
mornings at 8:15 to engage in sometimes- 

fun and sometimes-challenging (but ALWAYS  
engaging and inclusive) discussion. 

 

Bring your favorite breakfast beverage and 
come join us. We'd love to have your voice in-
cluded! For any questions please reach out to 

Christine Cocoâ 
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+0*/*/( '03$&4 

(_m_uh_ot Ĭáīı 5gcsc ht ochugcs +cx ops (couhmcß ochugcs tm_wc ops dsccß ops ht ugcsc 

n_mc _ob dcn_mcß dps zpv _sc _mm poc ho $gshtu +ctvtâ 

As Morning Star Lutheran Church and Monroe United Methodist Church join forces,     

several of us have been tasked with coming up with documents to move forward –            

notably a new Constitution and By-laws to go with it. As we do this, we’ve become aware 

of just how similar the two denominations are. There are some clear differences notable 

in our founding leaders. The Lutherans follow the teaching of Martin Luther while the 

Methodists originated with John Wesley. But we both worship the same God and believe 

in the same sacrificial work of Christ on the cross. We are excited to follow the leadership of the Lutheran 

Church to become an open and affirming congregation. The Methodists bring the resources and the church 

building to continue to serve the community. Together we are United in Grace. 

It's been interesting working with others to move the churches to unity. We each bring our own beliefs and     

desires. What’s important for one person may not translate to others. We ask ourselves important questions: 

What makes the church? What do we want our leadership to look like? How do we all work together to move 

the Message forward? How do we plan for the future while embracing the present? 

I’m very passionate about my faith and the church is an important part of that faith. I’m very appreciative of the 

men and women who conscientiously do the work of the church. As we move forward, we keep our eyes on   

Jesus and respect for the faith of others. Our joining will make us stronger than ever because God honors our 

faithfulness and we’re all working to serve Him to the best of our abilities. 

Jasmine Ray-Symms 

www.jasmineraysymms.com 

Photo by McKenna Phillips on Unsplash 

 

The July (r_ac gn tfc 8glb was based on the -vego_t_bê-_nn_t 

%_z, which is on August 1st, the midpoint between the summer      

solstice and autumnal equinox.  

Lughnasadh (in Celtic), is traditionally celebrated by many              

cultures at the beginning of harvest. Local seasonal foods are              

traditional served then as are baked goods.  

To honor Lughnasadh, several types of baked goods were brought 

and served at the August Grace in the Wild, and the discussion 

focused on the part food plays in the web connecting all of        

nature. 
 

All are invited to the September Grace, to wander in community 

and engage with nature. We will have an opportunity for reflection, 

story and most importantly time to connect your spirit with nature. 

Seasonal elements will help us honor creation during a cool       

September morning. 

Grace in the Wild is September 28th, at 10:00 at Al Borlin Park in 

Monroe, just down from the church on the left. 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.jasmineraysymms.com&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=GeB6zCKDgAPZM2bGzU7fvj6cYZnescZBBC9bGtN5udS5B_HbysmqFpUv55zM7bAi&s=_8t017YRmyjtm
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__unsplash.com_-40ellobeastie-3Futm-5Fcontent-3DcreditCopyText-26utm-5Fmedium-3Dreferral-26utm-5Fsource-3Dunsplash&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3u
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__unsplash.com_photos_a-2Dgroup-2Dof-2Dpeople-2Dholding-2Dtheir-2Dhands-2Dtogether-2DDb-2DstA8meJY-3Futm-5Fcontent-3DcreditCopyText-26utm-5Fmedium-3Dreferral-26utm-5Fsource-3Dunsplash&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllv
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SACRED SPACES:  
OPENING THE HOLY INVITATION EVEN WIDER 
+pho &-$" /psugxctu 8_tghoeupo 4zopb ncn`cst _ob 
ncn`cst pd _oz pugcs bcopnho_uhpotß bsc_ncst _ob   
cyqcshncoucst dps _ b_z pd hotqhs_uhpo _ob cyqmps_uhpoä 

This October 5th, the Cultivate Project invites you to "Sacred 
Spaces: Opening the Holy Invitation Even Wider." Dive into 
workshops and experiences that will spark your creativity and 
equip you to create inclusive, life-giving gatherings in your 
community. 

This is your chance to: 

¶Learn from experienced facilitators. 

¶Network with like-minded individuals. 

¶Experiment with new ways to gather. 

¶Discover how to expand God's invitation in your own backyard. 
 

Registration is open! 

¶$35/person, $100/church (includes lunch). Scholarships are available. 

¶Location: 7400 Woodlawn Ave NE, Seattle, WA 

¶Register Now: guuqtáêêuhugcâmzêcwcou-scehtus_uhpoêĨêıĮİĪīĲĪ 
 

 

Learn Moreá guuqtáêêxxxâmvugcs_otoxâpseêcwcoutêavmuhw_ucêīĩīĭ-Īĩ-ĩĮ 
 

Don't miss this opportunity to ignite your ministry and welcome everyone into a vibrant, sacred space! 

P.S. We encourage carpooling as parking is limited. Street parking is also available.  

See guuqtáêêxxxâİĭĩĩxppbm_xoâpseê for more details. 

 

ROOTS & W INGS  
Roots & Wings, the district  training opportunity  for congre-

gation members, is being offered again  by the Methodist 

Conference and is open to everyone in this congregation. 

The remaining date for our area is October 12th in Issaquah. 

The cost is $20 and lunch and snacks are included. This is a 

great opportunity to network with others and learn more 

about some topics that can help United in Grace now and in 

the future.   
 

Just some of the Workshops being offered include: 

·    101 on Church Media 
·    Designing Worship  
·    Empowering Laity through Lay Servant Ministries 
·    Endowments 101  
·    Funding for Solar Panels, Heat Pumps, and other Creation Care Projects 
·    How to Become a Lay Led Congregation  
·    Messy Church  
·    Navigating Artificial Intelligence  
Workshop descriptions are in the narthex. The link to register is:  

guuqtáêêeox-sceâ`su_qqâapnê3pput"ob8hoetīĩīĭ       

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__tithe.ly_event-2Dregistration_-23_8571291&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=K2iwq7V2fdKVUlsUR9wyF_se81BDdT8vSpQhNS1GT_C-Z14GycJEz47HgrvSD
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.lutheransnw.org_events_cultivate_2024-2D10-2D05&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=K2iwq7V2fdKVUlsUR9wyF_se81BDdT8vSpQhNS1GT_C-Z14GycJ
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.7400woodlawn.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=K2iwq7V2fdKVUlsUR9wyF_se81BDdT8vSpQhNS1GT_C-Z14GycJEz47HgrvSDMSj&s=kqAW6Lk2A-oQF6
https://gnw-reg.brtapp.com/RootsAndWings2024
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 ¿A¸ÇAw6A»̇̒ ¿A¸ÇAw6A»̇˂ ¿A¸ÇAw6A»̇̒  ʿ ¿A¸ÇAw6A»̇̓  ̓ ¿A¸ÇAw6A»̇̓  ˃

áőŭűĭıŪ̇ űűŹ˖̇ VƓđŊ̇¸îıđŹŹî xîŊćƕ̇UŭîŊŀđ wıűűƕ̇wîƔűőŊ xîŊćƕ̇UŭîŊŀđ 7ĭŭıűŹıŊđ̇7őćő 

VŭđđŹđŭű »îćĭđŃ̇áđŭűŀƕ =đŊŊƕ̇͑̇=ıîŊî̇
7őîŹđű 

¸đŭŭƕ̇͑̇àîŃđŭıđ̇
7őŃđ 

lőđŃ̇͑̇lőqƕŊŊ̇ 
VîŭŭıűőŊ 

lîűŉıŊđ̇ 
»îƕ-¿ƕŉŉű 

Ìűĭđŭű  =đŊŊƕ̇͑̇=ıîŊî̇
7őîŹđű 

¸đŭŭƕ̇͑̇àîŃđŭıđ̇
7őŃđ 

lőđŃ̇͑̇lőqƕŊŊ̇ 
VîŭŭıűőŊ  

ćőŃƕŹđ  »ıć̇\îŭŹ 6ŭıîŊ̇lőĭŊűőŊ »ıć̇\îŭŹ  

»đîčđŭ 6đŊ̇ žŃŹ wıűűƕ̇wîƔűőŊ 6ŭıîŊ̇lőĭŊűőŊ lıŃŃ̇¿žŉŪŹđŭ nîıŹŃƕŊ̇ žŃŹ 

7őŉŉ˖̇¸ŭđŪ˖ 7ĭîŭŃıđ̇6ŭőƓŊ  \îŭŭıđŹ̇6îŭŭ lőqƕŊŊ̇VîŭŭıűőŊ lîűŉıŊđ̇ 
»îƕ-¿ƕŉŉű 

¿đŭƒđ̇7őŉŉ˖ lîűŉıŊđ̇ 
»îƕ-¿ƕŉŉű xîŊćƕ̇UŭîŊŀđ xîŊćƕ̇UŭîŊŀđ 

qőŭı̇lőĭŊűőŊ 6đŊ̇͑̇nîıŹŃƕŊ̇ žŃŹ xîŊćƕ̇UŭîŊŀđ 
lîűŉıŊđ̇»îƕ-¿ƕŉŉű 

7őĦĦđđ̇\őžŭ »îćĭđŃ̇áđŭűŀƕ 7ĭŭıűŹıŊđ̇7őćő  ¸îŉđŃî̇Vőŭđ wıűűƕ̇wîƔűőŊ 

ŃŹîŭ̇UŃőƓđŭű   VƓđŊ̇¸îıđŹŹî lıŃŃ̇¿žŉŪŹđŭ  

¿őžŊčĆőîŭč nîŹĭı̇7őőŃđƕ 7ĭîŭŃıđ̇6ŭőƓŊ nîŹĭı̇7őőŃđƕ 7ĭîŭŃıđ̇6ŭőƓŊ 7ĭîŭŃıđ̇6ŭőƓŊ 

¿A¸ÇAw6A»̇¿Ìx= ã̇w~»x`xV̇w`x`¿Ç»ã̇¿7\A=ÌqA 
ÇĭîŊŀ̀ƕőž̀Ħőŭ̀űđŭƒıŊħˏ̀ãőž̀îŭđ̀îŊ̀ıŊčıűŪđŊűîĆŃđ̀ŪîŭŹ̀őĦ̀Źĭđ̀Ćőčƕ̀őĦ̀7ĭŭıűŹ̀îŊč̀Ɠđ̀ŹĭîŊŀ̀ƕőžˏ 

 

 4cqucn`cs #hsugb_zt _ob "oohwcst_shctû 

09/03 Jasmine & Brittany Ray-Symms û 

09/05 Delaney Wardell  

09/09 Sharon  Wegenast  

09/10  Marla & Delaney Wardell* 

 09/12  Dennis Olson  

09/21 Carole Smith 

09/21  Renee & Patrick Cook, * 

09/22  Allene Zanger 

 09/29  Chris Gray 

09/31 Diana Coates 

September 2024 

Congratulations Ben, Kaitlyn and Diana! Baby Jonathan is on the way! 
 

Join us for a baby shower to celebrate! 
 

Saturday, September 21st, 4 - 6PM in the Fellowship Hall  
ALL are welcome! 

 
The family has a registry on Amazon:  

https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/benjaminkaitlyn-ault-november-2024-
sultan/37D8JU06KSIHM  

 
Contact Rebekah Jones-Kirby @ 206-850-3367 if you would like to help with planning/decorating. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.amazon.com_baby-2Dreg_benjaminkaitlyn-2Dault-2Dnovember-2D2024-2Dsultan_37D8JU06KSIHM&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=OoM8iHhzbWVzU
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.amazon.com_baby-2Dreg_benjaminkaitlyn-2Dault-2Dnovember-2D2024-2Dsultan_37D8JU06KSIHM&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=OoM8iHhzbWVzU
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DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ - [ƻǊƛ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

Members from both Morning Star Lutheran and Monroe United Methodist and soon to be United in Grace have 
been involved in a ministry to support our friends at Take the Next Step. The group is called Growing Together 
and it is a teen parenting support group. I’ve included information about the Growing Together mission below.  

Our group has been supplying a meal once a month for this program for several years.  I am looking for volun-
teers that would like to donate to the monthly meal. The meal includes: 2 entrees, salad & rolls, and dessert. 
Each meal requires 4 volunteers. The monthly meal will take place on the last Tuesday of the month.  

If you would like to be a part of this mission, please email Lori @ loriajohnson@frontier.com or text at 425-985-
7254.  

Growing Together is a volunteer run Teen Parent mentoring program serving 
families in the community of Monroe. Our mission is to offer education,     
empowerment, resources and friendship that will transform into a foundation 
of community and support. Our bi-monthly meetings provide a safe place to 
connect and learn. Growing Together meetings cover a range of topics 
from  prenatal and postnatal health to job readiness and early childhood    
education and more. We provide childcare so the parents can have a chance 
to relax and enjoy a delicious meal and focus on their self development.                          

In an effort to support the family as a whole, we recently expanded our group to not only serve young moms but 
their partners as well.  Once a month the dads are able to join the group for dinner and then split off for group 
discussion and activities with some incredible male mentors from the community. These meals are so important 
and appreciated by everyone involved with Growing Together! 

 

Prayers for the Start of the New School Year   
ídspn guuqtáêêqs_zcsâscds_ncnhohtushctâpseê`mpeêqs_zcst-dps-ugc-tu_su-pd-_-ocx-tagppm-zc_sî 
 

1s_zcs dps uc_agcstß cbva_upstß _ob _bnhohtus_upst 
Based on (_m_uh_ot Įáīī-īĬ 
Dear God, we pray for teachers, educators, and school administrators as they begin the new school year. 
Thank you for the men and women who have dedicated their careers to teaching and leading. We pray 
that the classroom and school buildings can be a place where love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control flourish. We pray for teachers who have to manage and   
engage online learners. May they all have the energy, creativity, and an abundance of compassion.        
Protect their mental and physical health as they work hard to create safe places of learning.  
 

1s_zcs tuvbcout _ob mc_socst 
Based on ī 5hnpugz Īáİ 
Lord, We pray for students and learners. Give them minds that are eager to learn. Give them courage to 
ask good questions, confidence to take risks, and the discipline to focus and study. We pray for quality 
friendships and safety in and out of the classroom. We pray for the kids who struggle with anxiety and 
fear; may they feel your perfect love surround them, and give them the courage to get through each day. 
We  pray that learning is engaging, valuable, and exciting. Give the students focus and direction as they 
prepare for what lies ahead. 
 

1s_zcs dps q_scout 
Based on 1spwcs`t īīáį 
Perfect Parent, We pray for parents and caregivers of the students. May they have clear minds to juggle 
busy schedules of work, home, and school. Release them from fear and anxiety as they send kids off to 
learn, and give them grace and wisdom. We pray a special blessing upon the parents and caregivers who 
have students with special needs; give them guidance as they advocate for their children. And We pray 
that their homes are safe places of love and acceptance so that the children may know their worth and 
value. 

mailto:loriajohnson@frontier.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A22-23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+timothy+1%3A7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%2022%3A6&version=NIV
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From a publication of the 
Northwest Washington Synod of the 
ELCA.  

You might have noticed that we are in 
the middle of another election season. 
The rhetoric, the tone, the attempts to 
vilify and amplify are all around us – 
coming from candidates and super-

PACs and social media and neighbors and family and 
more. 

You might wonder where does faith fit into all of this?  

As Lutherans, we believe that God loves and values    
every single person. This means all are beloved of God – 
even those who we might not agree with or even like.   
All are God’s children. This means that even those who 
are the farthest from our political views are humans and 
worthy of care. Further, as Martin Luther once said, we 
are called to be little Christs for one another. This means 
listening and wanting the best for one another.  

In saying this, please know that loving one another is not 
the same as remaining quiet in the presence of hate 
speech or abusive actions. There are times to speak up 
and engage. As we know from the prophets and from 
Jesus, we are called to work and to speak out against 
powers and systems that have historically marginalized 
or silenced so many of God’s beloved people. 

So I ask again, where does faith fit into all of this? 

Well … If you are full of anxiety for this coming year, if 
you wonder how to engage with others on issues that you 
care about, if you want to help foster a sense of commu-
nity and love, we invite you and your congregation to 
join Northwest Washington Synod’s LiVE Project. This 
coming year LiVE is engaging faith and life with new 
classes, retreats, and cohorts. This year’s theme is Faith 
Out Loud. The 2024-25 offerings are chosen explicitly   
to address how to engage faith and life. This fall there is 
a multi-week class on Faith in Public Life starting on 
September 18.  On October 19 there is a one-day retreat 
on Christian Nationalism. And from October 21-
November 9 there will be an election prayer vigil.       
Further out in the year there is a retreat on land use,     
embracing difference, and a Lenten Journey along with 
other cohorts and more. 

Together with what is happening in each of the individu-
al congregations throughout the synod, LiVE is provid-
ing ways for people to share their faith stories, listen to 
one another, and connect with God and with one another 
to live their faith out loud. LiVE is a place where people 
from all over the synod and beyond engage in ways that 
foster growth, encourage conversation, provide mutual 
support, create community beyond difference, and ulti-
mately connect one’s faith in day-to-day life. With the 
different offerings, all are encouraged to participate in 
what God is calling us to be and to do – to cultivate em-
pathy, love, justice, and service. To live faith out loud.  

This coming year is full of possibilities to together live 
our faith out loud. If you have been part of LiVE in the 
past, we urge you to invite others. If you are interested, 
please talk with others in your congregation and form a 
group together. Find the list of upcoming courses on our 
synod website here: https://www.lutheransnw.org/
ministries/the-live-project. If you have questions, please 
email live@lutheransnw.org  

As you know, we are not called to an individual “me and 
Jesus” faith isolated from the world. Instead, faith is a 
communal journey where we celebrate our uniqueness as 
we walk in the unity of Christ. We learn, grow, support, 
challenge, and travel together in Christ as we live as 
God’s beloved. 

I am so grateful for the vision and leadership of synod 
staff members Rev. Dr. David Hahn and Ms. Mandy 
Neill, the LiVE Project Board, the professors and teach-
ers, and all who have collaborated on the LiVE Project. 
Their work and the LiVE Project are truly gifts to this 
synod and to this church. Let us embrace God’s love and 
let us live our faith out loud. 

Blessings, 

+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
bishop@lutheransnw.org 
 

 

 

 

Team Russia News 

In spite of the current conflict involving Ukraine and 
Russia, Lutheran leaders in Russia and the United States 
are working together to promote communication among 
people of faith. During the first week of September, 
Bishop Shelley Bryan-Wee and two other members of 
our Synod Team Russia will attend an ELCA Russia 
Companion Synod Leader Conference in Serbia. They 
will discuss ways to continue cooperative relations, 
whether between partner congregations or with other 
projects such as youth programs and construction and 
repair projects. 

Recently, Team Russia sent $28,000 to help begin      
construction on the KIT Project in Togliatti, Russia. This 
new facility will provide much-needed services for the 
disabled. The process of obtaining necessary permissions 
to build has been complex, and has taken several years. 
Transfer of funds was accomplished through a bank in 
Germany. The money is from part of funds very gener-
ously donated by Grace Lutheran Church in Seattle, 
when they closed their church and sold the property. 

In times of war, the decisions are made by politicians 
and military leaders, but so much of the suffering and 
anguish is borne by ordinary people, on all sides of the 
conflict. We have not been able to contact our sister   
congregation in Smolensk for several months. Please 
remember them and pray for their safety, and for the   
arrival of peace at last. 
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https://www.lutheransnw.org/ministries/the-live-project
https://www.lutheransnw.org/ministries/the-live-project
mailto:live@lutheransnw.org
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2024 MSLC COUNCIL 
 
 

Treasurer:   

 Brian Johnson  425-503-8352 
 

Community Relations:   

 Kathleen Sallee  425-387-2638 
 

Worship:     

 Kathi Cooley  425-293-8694 

September 2024 - Morning Star Lutheran Church 

 2024  
Budget  

May 
Actual 

June  
Actual 

July 
Actual 

Offerings $ 8,917 $ 6,594 $ 6,319 $ 6,979 

Expenses $10,384 $ 6,669 $ 7,294 $ 9,847 

Surplus/
deficit  

   -  $      75  -  $   975  - $  2,868 

 2024 Non-Designated Offerings and Expenses 
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September 2024 - Monroe United Methodist Church 
 

A disbursement of $1,900 was taken from our Cash Reserve Loan     
Investment Fund and deposited into the checking account which was 
down to less than $3,000. This leaves a balance of $564.45 in the Cash 
Reserve Loan Investment Fund.  

It is the hope that once we are officially United in Grace and under one 
check book with the combination of all tithes and offerings from every-
one, that we all, again, will be able to meet the monthly expenses of the church as United in 
Grace. Until that time, we must use any investment resources we have to meet the monthly 
shortfall. 

Nancy Franke 

Julyôs Treasurerôs Report for MUMC 

September 2024 

2024 MUMC LAY LEADERSHIP 
 

Board of Trustees Chairman  
 Ric Hart     360-794-7772 
 

Treasurer    
 Tanya Hubbard 360-793-8959 
 

Financial Secretary 
 Nancy Franke 360-794-6954 
 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
 Nancy Franke—temporary 
 

Membership Secretary   
 Kathi Cooley    425-293-8694 
 

Lay Leader to Annual Conference 
 Jasmine Ray-Symms  425-223-9866 
 

UWG President 
 Jasmine Ray-Symms  425-223-9866 
 

Recording Secretary 
 vacant 

 

 

THE UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORY IS READY! 
 

The updated directory was emailed on Friday, August 30th. If you did not receive a 
copy and would like one, please email the office and one will be sent to you:   

office@unitedingrace.org 
 

Extra copies are available in the narthex. 

TOTAL RECEIPTS     $  3,684.07  

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  -  $  8,853.02  

TOTAL SHORTFALL     -  $  5,168.95 



 

 

CONTACT US:   
 

Pastor Malcolm Brown 

Phone:  360-794-2111 
Email: prmalcolmb@gmail.com   

Office Administrator:  Kathi Cooley 
Music Director:  Jill Sumpter 
Live stream/editor: Bryce Cooley 
 

Monroe United Methodist 

Phone: 360-794-8863 

Email:  office@unitedingrace.org  

Website: www.unitedingrace.org  
 

Morning Star Lutheran 

Phone:  360-794-2111    

Email:  office@unitedingrace.org  

Website:  www.unitedingrace.org 

September   1:  15th Sunday after Pentecost ~ Scripture: Psalm 15; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

September   8:   16th  Sunday after Pentecost ~ Scripture: Psalm 146, James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17, Mark 7:24-37  

September 15:  17th Sunday after Pentecost ~ Scripture: Psalm 116:1-9, James 3:1-12, Mark 8:27-38  

   September 22:  18th Sunday after Pentecost ~ Scripture: Psalm 54, James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a, Mark 9:30-37  

   September 29:  19th Sunday after Pentecost ~ Scripture: Psalm 19:7-14, James 5:13-20, Mark 9:38-50  

Morning Star Lutheran Church 
 

Monroe United Methodist Church 

 412 South Lewis Street 

      Monroe, WA  98272-4149 

 

unitedingrace.org 

ŋŊƁŊŊǈbjQ. tǈPSaQDQ<bǈDQ-
^2abSQǈ Q.ǈNDp2ǈbga2 P2. 

LOOKING  AHEAD  THIS  MONTH : 

* Choir Starts 
  Sunday the 8th at 9am 
 

* Jesus & Java 
  Sunday mornings at 8:15 
 

* Bible Nerds 
   Wednesdayõs the 11th and 25th 
 

* United Women in Grace 
   Tea on Saturday the 7th at 9am 
 

* Books, TV, & Movies  
 Tuesday the 17th at 6:30pm 
 

* Ault Baby Shower 
  Saturday the 21st at 4pm 

 

* Grace in the Wild 
 Saturday the 28th at 10am 

ýûýÿ 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__members.sundaysandseasons.com_Home_Index_2024-2D9-2D8_0&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=s6-oMf4lLAzaGsT3-ZdZhgoRtffC5bZavlZYhyAE2XJiDbL
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__members.sundaysandseasons.com_Home_Index_2024-2D9-2D15_0&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=s6-oMf4lLAzaGsT3-ZdZhgoRtffC5bZavlZYhyAE2XJiDb
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__members.sundaysandseasons.com_Home_Index_2024-2D9-2D22_0&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=s6-oMf4lLAzaGsT3-ZdZhgoRtffC5bZavlZYhyAE2XJiDb
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__members.sundaysandseasons.com_Home_Index_2024-2D9-2D22_0&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=s6-oMf4lLAzaGsT3-ZdZhgoRtffC5bZavlZYhyAE2XJiDb
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__members.sundaysandseasons.com_Home_Index_2024-2D9-2D22_0&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=s6-oMf4lLAzaGsT3-ZdZhgoRtffC5bZavlZYhyAE2XJiDb
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__members.sundaysandseasons.com_Home_Index_2024-2D9-2D22_0&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=s6-oMf4lLAzaGsT3-ZdZhgoRtffC5bZavlZYhyAE2XJiDb
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__members.sundaysandseasons.com_Home_Index_2024-2D9-2D29_0&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NUWTpSsILpzrggUYm9OXl3DmCAtNml60Fe3uCuA24yc&m=s6-oMf4lLAzaGsT3-ZdZhgoRtffC5bZavlZYhyAE2XJiDb
https://monroeumconline.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c789f2491d6abaec04e6f912&id=ebaff943a1&e=ef5ac2a0cb

